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Background and context 
In 2024, the Cluster will continue to engage in dialogue with protection partners, conflict-affected 
communities, to ensure their participation in the protection response and their feedback in reaching 
the most vulnerable and in need, as well as local authorities to adjust the response to changing needs 
and programmatic exigencies. In this regard, the Cluster will ensure core protection principles and 
adherence to protection standards; inclusion of diverse populations in protection programs; the do 
no harm approach; and the centrality of protection. 

The protection response plan for 2024 is anchored on four strategic pillars: protection of civilians, 
response prioritization, integrated approaches across sectors, and operationalization of frontline 
protection responses. With each of these pillars, the protection clusters seek to not end up in a siloed 
response but to represent an added value to the inter-sectoral coordination and response and, thus, 
to the centrality of protection across the humanitarian response in Somalia. 

Protection is prioritizing responses to these two shocks: 

• Climate change-related disasters: The current response to ‘El Niño’ flooding is already showing 
the focus of the Protection Cluster in carrying out integrated approaches with sectors such as 
food security, shelter, and CCCM on ensuring the inclusion of persons with specific needs 
(PSN) among displaced populations, notably persons with disabilities, older people, 
minorities, and marginalized groups. 

• Conflict: The risk of armed conflict—either non-international or intra-clan—ranks the highest 
in terms of likelihood and impact for 2024 in Somalia. The operationalization of a frontline 
response in conflict-affected areas has been discussed and agreed upon with a range of 
protection partners, covering protection analysis to specialized protection agencies, and 
considers an early action response package for newly displaced and civilian populations in 
hard-to-reach areas and the strengthening of the capacity of affected communities as first-
line responders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanitarian Needs & Response Plan (HNRP) 2024 - 
Protection 

 

People in Need  

857K 643K 

Targeted people  2024 Requirement  

$24M 
















